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Synopsis

I'm Staying with My Boys is a firsthand look inside the life of one of the greatest heroes of the
Greatest Generation. Sgt. John Basilone held off 3,000 Japanese troops at Guadalcanal after his
15-member unit was reduced to three men. At Iwo Jima he single-handedly destroyed an enemy
blockhouse, allowing his unit to capture an airfield. Minutes later he was killed by an enemy artillery
round. He was the only Marine in World War Il to have received the Medal of Honor, the Navy
Cross, and a Purple Heart and is arguably the most famous Marine of all time. I'm Staying with My
Boys is the only family-authorized biography of Basilone, and it features photographs never before
published. Distinctive among military biographies, the story is told in first person, allowing readers to
experience his transformation, forged in the horrors of battle, from aimless youth to war hero known

as "Manila John".
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Customer Reviews

This is a very bad book. It is billed as "The Authorized Biography of the Legendary Marine Featured
in HBO’s The Pacific", but in reality should be sold as A Novel Based on the Life of Sgt. John

Basilone, USMC.As stated in previous reviews, the use of first person narrative is very wrong.



Proser justifies this approach "based on hundreds of hours of interviews with people who knew John
well and spoke with him frequently”. But he does not give us any sources stating with whom and
when he conducted these interviews, and the specific citations used from them. We are supposed
to just take his word that these interviews took place and support his contention that this work
accurately reflects Basilone’s innermost thoughts and beliefs.First person can only be legitimately
used in autobiographies and novels. Since Basilone is dead this cannot be an autobiography, and
so it is a novel.The second major problem, again previously cited, is the constant and glaring
mistakes in period facts and details. The authors should have used a good technical editor who
knew the period detail to weed these out.For example, one of many really bad mistakes can be
found on page 266: "From the Army was Sgt. Schiller Cohen, the Navy man was Bosun’s Mate
Second Class Ward Gemmer and the Air Force threw in Machinist Mate First Class -which was their
grade name for a pilot- Robert Creak".Machinist Mate was, and is, a Navy grade for personnel who
work with the power plants in ships. The Air Force has never used that grade and it certainly was
not what they called pilots. Anyone with even a rudimentary knowledge of the WW II military would
have spotted this.The military is in general very detail orientated, and the Marines particularly so.
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